
A few seconds……that’s how long it takes the average 

burglar to get into a house.

Most people will rely on a lock or some other device for their home security.  This can be 

a short sighted strategy, if you leave the impression that nobody is home or otherwise 

draw a criminal onto your property by presenting opportunities.  Your best strategy for 

home security starts with going back to the basics.

Home Security Basics
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P	 Maintain clear lines of sight to all accessible windows and doors

P	 Make sure the home always looks lived in and is secure, flyers have 
been picked up, lights are on a timer, windows closed and locked

P	 Know your neighbours

P	 Install a dead bolt lock and four hole security strike plate with 2 ½ 
inch screws on all exterior doors

P	 Install a secondary locking device for any sliding glass doors

P	 Keep gates around your property closed and locked

MUST DO1

P	 Mark your property, post warning decals

P    Store all valuables/sentimental jewelry in a safe place or hide it 
in an unconventional place

P    Park your vehicle(s) in the garage

P    Keep vehicle(s) locked while in the drive

P    Install secondary locking devices on all windows and remove the 
crank handle

SHOULD DO2

P	 Install motion activated lights

P	 Install an alarm with exterior bell/siren box and flashing strobe light

NICE TO DO3

P	 High security measures such as window films, bars and cameras should 
only be considered once the basic measures are taken.

P	 High security measures by themselves cannot be expected to discourage 
a determined offender

OTHER MEASURES4


